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To the Revgrend | 


Mr. Edward $ Huge, Kc. 


H our tent Ingenuity 

2 will excuſe the 2 2 
F this Letter as Publick, as the Di pe 
g courſe which occafion'd it. 

With pleaſure I have often 
heard of your Labours in the 
Church, and eſpecially your uſeful 


to Neftle in your Pariſh-of St. Auron s: Therefore 

che very Report of any Performance of yours again 

Popery, at this 3 (when not only Secular, 

but Regular Prictts 1 increas d * us to 1 
2 4 


Conferences with certain Friars, who had preſumed 4 


« degree, as to be Formidable to chunt * 


Lord Lieutenant's Speech to the Parliament 3) inn 


me Curious to enquire What was ſaid by y before 
| 155 Great an Aſſembly, u 3 


ee upon the 
| — View of the Title- Page, I found this ſurpri- 


ov lung Inſoris ption, The Caſe” of Toleration confiaer'd, 
Wit 


Diſſenters and Quakers are Tolerated already: Sure, 
no Divine of our Church can be ſo ahſurd to Re- 


— 4 — 
* 


ap; l 9 
- . * * 
* 1 1 
T- * * * 


STATE, and occaſion a Clauſe in his Excelle 


the 


upon ſuch a So 9 7 5s 
. I waited with the utmoſt Impati- 
e, till a Friend in Dxblin ſent me down your 


reſdet both 10 Religion, and Civil Government . 
What New Toleration is now in hand, Sir, ſaid a 


Neighbour of mine that was then with me? The 


commend a Toleration 0 Popery, upon the — 
of the Jtiſh Rebellion; the very 
of which, if there were no other Reaſons, is Tx 
— to poſſeſs all the Prateſtant N of this 
Kingdom, with inſugerable Prejudices againſt that 
Religion, which dictated ſuch cruel and bloody 


Pr inciples, as tended to the utter Extermination « of 8 | 


our Religion and Government. 

Ry I turned over the Leaf, and finding 
the Text out of Luke xiv. 23. Compel them to com 
in. Neighbour, ſays I, you muſt needs be miſta- 
15 1 have patience till I read you the Diſcourſe, 

I perſwade my ſelf by the Text, and Character 
wa the Preacher, you will find it of a dae G 
rent Nature from What you imagine. 

My Neighbour, an honeſt and well meaning 
Man, deſired me to read on, and promiſed to at- 
tend as well as he was able. 

In ſhort, Sir, I read over your whole Diſcou 
but (without Offence be ix, ſpoken), found it a mo 
difficult Matter to keep up my Neighbour's Atten- 


tion: When I had concluded, well Nei er.. 
ſeys I. how do you like the Gentleman now 


Sir 


- E | ; a " 


Sir! ſays be, I do not underſtand him; nor do Þ 

my ſelf one whit wiſer or better than before 
you began. Perhaps it may proceed from my Igno- 
ance; but if the Gentleman ſeems to me to intend 


ſergy of our Church begin to diſcover ſuch Incli- 
nations, The Lord bave Mercy upon Us, and a vert üs 
Evil Day which may come upon this CHURCH 

% N A TION. For it has been an old Re- 
mark, That once every Forty -Years, we ſhould 
have Tome ' New -7riſþ Rebellion to ſtruggle with: 
And that Period of Time, ſince our late Ha ye Y 


REVOLUTION, now approaches; | 
Bur, Sir, ſays he, who is that ſame Mr. Hobbes, 

whom the Author ſo often mentions? For till this 
hour, I never met with his Name in any Sermo 
vr Book of Divinity, that T have read. It wou 
dem alſo that the Text he makes uſe of, is wrong 
tranſlated -in our Bible, and inſtead of 'Compe]-them 10 
come in; ought to run, Indulge, and encourage them 
#0 keep out. E We +! AM 
If this had been the Opinion of our Firſt Refors 
mers, who ſeal'd the Truth of their Religion with 

their Blood: And if our Popiſh Anceſtors had not 
been conſtrain'd by Penal Laws, to Uniformity in 
Religion and Worthip, either the Reformation had 
never prevaild, or our Churches had perhaps been 
fill'd only with Hyporrites, and-Dccaſional Con- 
formifts. If thoſe Laws were uſeful and profitable 
then, why may they not be ſo now, if the Neceſ- 
fary of the Times requires? EET 
In plain Terms, Sir, this Gentleman's ſine and 
ſubtile Reaſoning is ſo fat from inlightying, that it 
ſerves rather to confound and perplex thy Under- 
ſtanding, by raiſing ſuch Doubts and Scruples, 
never thought of before. For if a Toleration-+ 
PHopery be now Neceſlary or Seaſonable z- then it 
* Plain, that all our former Acts of Parliament 
ET 8 again 


my thing, it is the Toleration' of Poperyr And if the 


\ 
. 


24 it, were not . anjuſifube, but; Ws 
7085 and have tended t do hurt rather thaꝶ SD 
hich, I am perſwaded, is not to he imputed to 
the Laws, but The want of Execution. For which 
reaſon, I apprehend, this Diſcourſe may be ealcu- 
lared for os ſoeret. Miſchief we ate > aware of; 
becauſs it look too like. that Pbiloſaphy, and wain 

_ Daceit, after the Rudiments of the Nuri, 
Col. i. Cas and nat after Chrift z through which beſt | 
55. 4 Man {pol us, I are eee bY 
tt/e Apoſtle, 1% beware. 
Thos far my honeſt Neighbour. hom 1 indea- q 
your'd by all he Addrels I was-Maſter of, to make 
for that Time; refolvingy however, at my.frſ | 

eiſure to imploy my Thoughts on that Subject 

; which, indeed, 1 — found neceſſary, as well by 
1 the pernicious Influence } ived this Diſcourle } 
1 had upon the Minds of the Atheiſtical and Pro. 4 
| phane z a5 alſo by what my "Neighbour ſaid to.me- | 
bs at parting z v/z...* Sir, if your Sentiments differ not | 
55 © from the Opinion of this Author, inſtead of be- 
| ing a true and faithful Paſtot to me, (with Sor- | 

row: I ſpeak it,) you bave rather miſled, and wiſj- 
guided me; and your Diſcourſes againſt Popery 
have proceeded from the deepeſt Diſſimulation, 
and. Hypocriſy. And if the Laity begin to find 
thar. the Clergy of our Church are fo cool und in- 
: different in their Notions of Þgpery, they. will 
I perhaps be tempted to think that one Prieff may 
| - he as; good, if nat (in ſome reſpect of Abſolutions 
A © and Indulgences) better than another; and where- 
Fi * ever: the Scale of the Pngiiwod turnt, che Tithes 
Jl will follow. 
| Upon theſe Conſiderations, I hope, Sir, I halt 5 
| have. your Pardon, if I preſume to lay my ge 
[i - | "of your Sermon plainly and impartially 
vi not, 1 aſſure you, out of any deſign of — 
n to reſcue a. Goo * * Inter- 


s 
f 
2+ B. 
k. 
0 
0 
8 
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w= 
* 


* 


conceive to be my bounden Duty to the K N 
ny Church, and Country. r 5 Fea bes 

That I may then proceed thethodically, I hall, - 
| Firſt ſhew, That, in my humble Opinion, ou 
ave miſtaken your Text. i 

Secondly, That the Werds you have choſen, .in 
heir juſt and genuine Signification,. do neither con- 
radict any other part of Holy Scripture; nor are 
liable to ſuch 3 Inconveniences as you ap- 
prehend; with reſpect to Religion, or Govern- 


'. Thirdly, That the Scheme you propoſe for the 


E SSS FES 


irſt ¶ Converſion of the iſh Papiſts, and the 3 of 
+ the Government, is inconſiſtent; and that in ſome. 


* 
1 . 
- 


how you ſeem not to be very conſiſtent with your 
Fourthly and Laſtly, I ſhall make a brief Applics: 
ion of the Whole, for the Benefit of your ſelfy-and. 


And, Firſt, That in my humble Opinion, you 
Whave miſtaken, your Text; I muſt confeſs many of 
the Commentators, which I have conſulted, as well 
Popiſh as Proteſtant, by the Words, Compel them to. 
eome in, ſeem to underſtand no more than: conſtant 
2 urgent Invitation. But then, if it can be 

„ | CREST 
\ Firſt, That from the Scope and Intent of the Pa- 


4 


tion z | | T N 
Secondly, If a very probable Reaſon can be afs 
fign'd, how. Commentators came to be miſtaken in 
r 77 
And, Thirdly, (which is moſt material,) If it can 
be proved; That the Word which is tranſlated Cam- 
#4, in the Original, implies Refrain!, or Coercion ;. 1 
b even in your . own Judgment, it will appear, 
that I have fully e rſt Thing I laid down 
* „ 


—_Y 


LEG SCE GT VEG TRE DOTS 


rable, the Words are incapable of ſuch a Significa = 


down. 


Rr 


As to the firſt of theſe, viz. That from the Serie 
and Intent of the Parable, the Words are incapable 
of ſuch a, Signification; be pleas d, Sir, to consider, 
that in Luke xiv. 16. it is ſaid, That à certain Aan 

. made a great Supper, and hade many. And then, ver. 
17. Sent his Servant at Supper-time, to bid them again." 
But they all with one conſent began to make excuſe 
' which excuſes the Servant tendered to his Lord, ver. 21. 

M bo being angry to be ſo treated, commanded his Servant” 
#0 go out quickly into the Streets and Lanes of the City, 
and bring in the poor, and the maimed, the halt aud 
the blind. And when, ver. 22. The Servant ſaid, 
Lord, it is done as thou haſt commanded, and yet there 
is room. Then, ver. 2 5 in Lord ſaid unto the Ser- 

vant, Go out into the ays and 2 i. e. as 

ſome underſtand it, among — Gentiles my {aolaters, i 
and Compel them to come in, that my Houſe may le 

= For none of thoſe Men which were bidden, Viz. 4 


the Fews, ſhall rafte of my Supper. 7.9 
By the Lord here in the Parable, J preſume, sir 
is meant our Lord Jeſus Chriſt; 


; by the Servant, his 
Apoſtles and Minitters'; by ths Bi Pee! Invita® i 
tion, the Preaching of the” | he Jews, it 

ſeems, having the Oracles of Cod in their Hands, 
which forctold theſe Things, were only bidden, and 
invited; and then left to a Trial of their Faith. 
But the Heathen Idolaters were by the Power ant 
Authority of the Civil Magiſtrate, to 
Dr. . Hammond, be conſtrain'd to forſake their wicked 
and abominable Courſes, and compell'd 
to come in, and hear the Word of God, that they 
might be S äred. And that this was the Practice of 
the firſt Chriſtian Emperors, ſtritly to prohidit al 
idolatrous Worſhip within their Dominions, and in 
order thereunto, to demoliſh all Idols, and their Tem- 
ples ;; erecting glorious Churches in their room, you 
will eaſily perceive by the Tenor of Eccleſiaſtical Hi- 
ſtory: And you W allow a much: 
f — P- 24+ Now, 


a JA Aa ws ws k_@ 7 A rw 


0 o *; compelling, were meant no more RY 
N, Nov, and further Invitation to Perſons of the 
er, me Profeſſion; it would be a,manifeſt Tautology 
Speech: For that we may ſuppoſe the Servant 
ad done before in the moſt earneſt and preſſing man- 


r. And we cannot preſume that he who was ſo 
zealous for his Lord's Glory, and ſo little envious 


Lord, it is done as thow haſt commanded, and per. 
. 6 room; had omitted any Art of Addreſs, or” 
Method of Perſwaſion, to bring in a ſufficient Num- 
der of Gueſts, chat his Lord's Table mii be. 
ilb'd. 

But, Secondly, Give me leave to alſgn 


I this Point; - which I conceive to | a A chiefly 

Wc. Lake, and that of Sk. Matthew, Chap. xxii. 
om v. 2. to 15. are the ſame. © 

And becauſe it is ſaid in St. Mathew, v. 9. C 


6 
2 


a find BID to the Marriage. © 
WF Therefore they apprehended the Word uſed by 
t. Luke, compel, ought to be ftrain'd to no higher a 


Mod, Tt ow 


tradict the other. -Whereas in Truth and R 


Edifferent Times in which they were deliver'd : This 
f St. Luke about three Months before our Saviour's 
FCrucifixion z That of St. Matthew, about three Days 


Secondly, from the different Places, St. Luke's at 4 
Feaſt with a chief Ruler of the Phariſees z St. Matthew's 
in the Temple of Feruſalem; Thirdly, from the diffe- 
rent — This of St. Luke taken from a Speech 
of one of the Phatiſees that ſat at Meat with him, 
biz. Bleſſed is he tbat ſhall eat Bread in the Am- 
an of God, That * upon à clear 


Per- 


reer 


f the Honour and Felicity of others, as to ſay! 


Reaſon, why Commentators have genera | miſtaken | 


om an erroneous Opinion, that this Farable N. | 
We therefore into the © Highways, and as many _—_ 


Signification; leſt one Evangeliſt ſhould ſeem to. con- i 


theſe are different Parables, as appears; Firſt, from the 


before the Paſſover, when he was nearer his Death ; 


3 the. bloody . 
. Scribes, and Elders to take away his Life; Heres 
from the different Matter, or Contents: In St. Lake, 
| it is, 4 curtain Min made a peat Supper In 
4 aue King. made 4 Marriags for 
5 7 
There are many other Diſfimilitudes bot ween the 
two Farables; in St. Luke, one Servant only is men- 
tion d to have gone out three times; in St. Mathew; 
other Servants, and more, are ſent upon the like 
D the Servant is not ſaid to 
have ill rreated, but rather civilly and cour- 
teouſly diſmiſs'd, Whereas in St. Matthew it is faidy 
that the Remnant took - his- Servants, and 'intreated | 
them ſpightfully, and flew them. In St. Late, the 
Servant E 1 kid to have brouglit in many; and yet 
there was Room. Wheras in St. Maisbew, it ig 


faid, that the Wedding was furniſhed with Gueſts: 


Vide Gerhard Harmon Evangeliſi” continnat Gap. 173. 
& Salmeron in Loe 
Having thus, I hope, in ſome meaſure accounteds | 
how 2 happen to be ſo generally mi- 
ſtaken in this Point; I proceed next to conſider the Wil 
Opinion of ſome who have taken the Text in a difs 
3 Senſe; of whom, according to yout Sermon, 
p. 9, are ©-Bellarmine, and ſome her Writers of 
< the Remijh „Church, who (as you. ſay) following 
the Authority of St. Auſtin, explain it ſo, as to 
. the — — _ * — 
© ment, Dra ent, every Thing 
c bur Benn, which cantor be inflicted with a Be 
* "gn of Reformation. | 
ou ate -pleas'd-to tell us again, p. 2. © That to 
- © fay with St. Auſtin, and the Church of Rowe, it is 
© lawful for the Church to perſecute Heretiats; but 
© that it is not equally lawful for Heretioks to per- 
© fecute the Church 3 or, which amounts to the 


2 thing , that the Magiltrate Pre ee" 


RAA A187 Q 
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* 1 I * 6 * * 


Bona) way e n On 
chough that — not e 


ley 85 great a 
pur Chur 122... 
iour to him in Jud t. and Tears. 

. "That I am much more concerr'd te ro find 


your own Brethren, may bee, Rong 
d with a 8 you | knew 
— they 


| toa: careleſsly given away t das, i 
— a Share and , as well 

But, Thirdly,, What troubles me molt of all, for 
our own fake, is, that though you have paſs d ſuch & 
rere Cenſure, upon that aucient and vexorable Fu- 
ber; yet you have ther bang leas'd to inform your 
Readers, in what Part of his Works this Abſun 
is to be found. By which it remains {till 
whether he be guilty, or nat guilty. 

Hut ſince St. — foenk for th 
elf, let his Works plead for him; and the World 


judge which is moſt in — St. Auſlin, or you. 
lun, Of os Pls Bur 


Words are, Fenerunt de 


Nam qui confiruunt. Seges,, divifiones querunt ; waban- 
dur 4 Sepibus, Evellantus 4 Spinis. In Sepidus- buf» 
rut, cogi nolunt, voluntate, —_— noſtr4 n 
Faris inveniatur Neceſiitas , gi 2 inths- 3 


$. 6. 


* 
* 5 


res, veniant de Sepibus Heretici, hic inveniunt — "x 


238 Sermo 33. 4 verb Dom in in Tom 10. 


better Reaſon, ſcruple ſtill to call him ſo. 


14 „ 

4 e. with « little Paraphraſe, The Gentiles are 
© come. in, out of the Streets and Lanes; let the 
© Hercticks come likewiſe in, out of the Hedges; 
© Here, (uz. in the Communion of the Church) | 
© they may find Peace to their Souls. ' For they 
6 who throw up Hedges, ſeek Diviſions z let them 
© therefore be drawn out of their Hedges, and 
© pluck'd out of their Thickets. But they have ad- 
C heres to their Hedges, and will not be forced | 
© out. Let us come in, ſay they, if we think fit of 
© our own accord. Has not the Lord thus com- 
© manded? Compel them to come in. Let them 
© be ftraitned from without, when they are brought 
© in, by the Power and Efficacy of the Word, 
© they will Comply. F 

Thus that great Man; for I vill not without 


ith 


e ww, 5 


And now whereas you are pleas'd, Sir, 'tonfidem- | 
ly to aſſert, That it is in Fact certain, that the 
ords were never uſed. in this Senſe, by any be- 
fore St. Auſtin; let us try whether a 
3 yet greater Authority, than that of St. 9 
_ cannot be produced, to juſtify the contrary 
nion. | CE 
The beft and ſureſt Way of interpreting Scrip- | 
ture, in my humble Opinion, is, by comparing one 
Text with another; and more eſpecially when any 
Word appears to be of a doubtful Signification, to 
conſider the import of the fame Word, in other 
Places, thereby to come at the Knowledge of the 
Truth. Let us apply this Rule to the Cale in 


Original, which in our Tranſ- I 


The Word in the 
lation we render compel, is ad, from the Verb 
areyzdiv which in Greek Lexicons of the beſt Re- 
pute, is rendred, cogo, . compello, adigo, wrgeo, vero. 
#. e. to force, compel, drive, urge, or moleſt: . 


iz 


dere all n , Opinion, from the gat you ar 
eas d to fix upon it. 

_— good Sir, if you will only give your ſelf 
he trouble to turn to As xxvi. 10, 11. you will 
ind St. Paul giving an Account of 5 „That 

uy of tbe Saints did be ſbut up in Priſon, " having 
— Authority from the Chief Priefts, aud when they 


e put to Death, be gave bis Voice them, 
and puniſh'd them oft in every Synagogue, and C O M- 


PELLED them to blaſpheme. The very fame 
Word which is uſed by St. Luke in your Text. 
If you turn a little further to Galat. ii. 3. you will 
find the ſame St. Paul ſaying, that © Titus She Was 
* with bim, being a Greek, was not compell'd to be 
© circumciſed. * And v. 14. Why compelleſt thou the 
= © Gentiles to live, as do the Jews? And 2 Cor. xii. 
Siri. I am become a Fool in pl e have com- 
We 7elled me. The very ſame Word ſtill. From all 
Yy which Inſtances it 5 appears, that though, by 
0 compelling, we ſhould not underſtand, with the. Romi/b 
WCburch, the utmoſt and greateſt Severities, yet 
Wccrtainly moderate and wholeſome Reſtraints are ne- 
Y — how and juſtifiable. The Word in all the Paſ- 
ages above cited, even in the mildeſt and 2 
Acceptation it is capable of, ing at 
lay Men under ſuch Straits and Neceſſities, that x 1 
muſt naturally, (and I had. almoſt A* unavoidably) 
comply. But ſure in no Senfe, or Coaſtruction 
of the Words, was compel them to come in, ever 
made uſe of by any Author, to ſignify, .i or 
tolerate them. 
Therefore I preſume to ſay, that you have miſts 
ken your Text, which was incumbent u 
prove. And having thus freely deliver 3 . 
nion, excuſe me, if I reduce your Sermon 
ſhore Abſtract Fairly deducible from it. 

— fo 


you, cus the c Aube, one ha 


3887 WApYa7 


— 
AQ 


5 


ren 


E 
make uſe of _ Ws Coerciow. But Wherem 
0 you aſſert, that they in Scripture are | 
Serta. p. 26. taid to compel, who by their Autho- 
rity, Example, or Doctrine, endeavour to influ- | 
ence others to do any thing, though they uſe no | 
Force or Coatftion. 'T would fain apply the Import 
of theſe very Words, to the Scope of the Text you 


have choſen. * 


Let us then ſuppoſe the Magiſtrate addreſſing his 
Chriſtian Subjects after the following Manner. 
© By the great bleſſing of God, and the Care and 

© Picty of our Anceftors, the True Religion is hap- 
© pily eſtabliſned among you; we our ſelves {et you a 
© pood n — to it, we have 
© ſettled a learned laborious Clergy of Biſhops, | 


© Priefis and Deacons, according to the Inſtitu- 


© tion of Chriſt, and his Apoſtfes, to #fru® and i 


0 ps you in the Way that leads to everlaſting 
© Life: 


And if you will not come in freely, know 


© that we have Authority from God to reduce you i 
© to ſuch Difficulties and Straits, as may compel you 


© to come in, and worſhip God after the manner 
6 he has preſcribed in his Word. T er e 
On the contrary, by che whole Tenor of your 
Diſcourſe, it is plain, you addreſs the People thus. 
Though the Civil Magiſtrate, and both Houſes 
© of Parliament ſet you a good Example of Confor- 
© mity to the True Religion and Worthip ; yet by 
© the Law of Nature, every Man has a Right to 
© ſerve God after his own Way; and though the | 
© Clergy inſtruct and exhort you to forſake your wick- 
© ed and deteſtable Errors; yet if you are otherwiſe. 
© perfwaded in your Conſciences, it is wholly dif- 
ſonant from our 128 and by 2 the 
Chriſtian Law, to inforce you by any mar. 
© Penaſties; and doubt ful, 9 8 
_ © wholefome Severities be jaftifrable. © The Text 'T 
© have choſen, from which St. Au/iin and the —.— 


27 T. 
Church infer ſuch Practices, 
thing; but is as mild and 
with. 


4 7 IF you will ener ue the Communion of/cur 
Church, you may z and I ſhould be moſt 

glad you would Id do ſo. But if you are ws 

inclined, and obſtinately wedded 85 your own Ge 

nions; eos you — to behave yqur ſelves 
eably- a uietly, ve your periours 

2 Juſt Offence, as ard of 40 * | 

for in ſuch a caſe you may belt Id, hag 


your Effects ſeized upon. It 
likewiſe, if you deſire to inſinuate Jour ches in- 


to the Favour of the Government, that you give 

ſuch reaſonable Security, as other Gotd Subjects are 

qobliged to do, by taking the -Oazhs | of Allegiance, 

and Aljuration, for whic hich, you — . 

you may have the Pope's D)Renſation 3 8 | 

and then the Magiſtrate will be fo far © 

from Compelling you, that E A contain Minden 

ber of your Prieſts, may, by ſome New Law, be. 

licens'd to the free . of their Office, in % 

as the Law now they cannot diſchar 

= without manifeſt Danger and Hazard. 

© This, if you had wiſe enough to have 

done ſooner, - By wp might have prevented many 

Hardſhips a as Members of the Com- 

munity: ol as to Matters of Religion, the Go- 

8 has no Right = _ you at all; be- 

cauſe Man is at his Li to follow the 

Guidance of his own CT | 

© For as it is in Fact certain, that l the 

Cburch, nor the Magiſtrate, have a Power to — 

any Forte or Coercion, on account of any 

and Practices in Religion, conſider d as Offences 

againſt the Chriftian Law; ſo is it in point of 

Reafon abſurd, that they ſhould. have any fuch 

Power.“ By which Dedtrine, Adieu K-vele- * 
tion, 
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tan, dio Preaching; welcome: Enthuliafin, 
welcome Padnels. Lee Sermon, g. 21. 16 
But I proceed now to the — Thing 1. laid 
dowp, vix. That the Words you have choſen, inf 
their juſt and genuine Signification, do neither Con- 
| ads y other Part of Holy Scripture; nor are lia · 
ple to ſuch dangerous Inconveniences as yo appre. 
hend, With reſpect to Religion, or/Government. 
And Firſt, That they do not contradict any other 
| Part of Holy 2 0 * ſuffice — -t0 
; Fexamine the which you 
E P. 23, elf have produced. — 4 1 
21 e, they * the ſtrongeſt, and moſt 
S to purpoſe, you . pick 
Out. And er n l mt 3 — 
: Text. muſt . be. underſtood a: 


lad 


499” Ka the other. IT this PM e proves 4 
the lawfulneſs of Force in Matters of HD 4 
is the other Paſſages I have mention'd, do much 

" © more plainly prove the contrary... And fo the 
s Scriptures are inconſiſtent with: themſelves, and 
© the — Doctrine i is according to them, both true 
c. and falſe, which is impious and abſurd. 
This would be. terrible indeed, if it were true 
and therefore it is in the firſt place highly neceſſa- 
ry, to inquire into the grounds of , this — Pr Aſ⸗ 
ſertion. The firſt Text you produce is, 
2 cor v. 11. Koning therefore the Terrors of the Ted 
Serm. p. 23. we per ſwade Men. From.whence you in- 
fer, That St. Paul thought not fit to 
force Men by the Terrors of this World, but by lay- if 
ing before them be Terrors of the Lord, 22 
them. Which if it were to be as 
repreſent it, e to evince nothing more, 
that the Cler „by St. Paul's Doctrine and Exam- 
ple, are fit 6 Flnaens only to perſwade Men to 
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abate the Truth of the Goſpel, not to S dr 
Confirain them. Becauſe the fame Apoſtle in no- 
ther place ſays, The Servant of the Lord 
aft not ftrive, but be gentle io all Men, 264 
pf to Teach, Patient, in Meekneſs-inflraty- ** 12 
ng thoſe that oppoſe EY if God peradventure 
wil give them repentance, o the acknowledging the 
Truth, Which is our ond — * But neither 
the one nor the the an ng in Derbga- 
tion of the Authority of the Coy ire; or 
ſhew that he may not; and ought not to by Cn 
and Compel. And as to your Amtirheſis of the 7. 
rors of the Lord, and the Terrors of the Mord; tis 
a pretty Turn, I confeſs, and very fit for your par 
poſe; if it had any Foundation either in the Text 
or Context, or were ſo made uſe of by Commenta- | 
or,. 
4s for your third Text, When the Diſtiplis 'of 
ig cri, James and Jobn, ſeeing that the Samaritans 4 
ot receive him, ſaid, Lord wilt ben hurt 
We command Fire to come drum from Fea- Lake bn, 
„ and conſume them, as Ebas du; be *** 
rurned, and rebaked them, and ſad; Ie know wt th 
manner of Spirit ye are of, for the Son of Man i | 
come to deflroy Mens lives, but to ſave hem. 
this Paſſage in the ſtrifteſt; and'tydſt rigorous 8 
it is capable of, it makes yet lels for 


le, 
rpoſe, 


prove 


r 
1 either of the former. And fr your pur 
9 unqueſtionable Authority, even your own Words. 
here ſpeaking of © forhe who explain your Tet 
© fo, as to fayour the greateft Severities, 


EFines, Imprifvments, D D 
niſhment, every thin N 

Which, „ My jon, catmot be inflicted Ok this De- 
© ſign, viz. Of Converting.” - Becauſe, I preſume, 
when Men are Dead, they are incapable of further 
| From Whenes it 6 * the os. 
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| Eonld, not wiſh. for Fire from Heaven, to o Sir 


the Samaritans firſt, in order to Convert them af- 
terwards. So that; .God be thanked, the Scripture 
s ſtil! conſiſtent, and does not contradi it ſelf, as 
you imagined.. 

I ſhall next proceed to ſhew, That the Text, as 
1 have explain d it, is not liable to ſuch dangerous 
Inconveniences, as you apprehend, with —— to 
Religion, or Government. 

The firſt: of which I find, ST yau ſay, 0 "Tis 
3 > © manifeſt; that if a Right of Puniſh» 

| Serm. p. 22. ing be at all allow'd, it muſt be al- 
| . © low'd equally to all, with reſpe& to 
| 1 all, i. „every one who differs from another, has 
im equal Right, if he has the Power of the So- 
1 ciety in his bands, to make War on every other, 

© on account of this difference. And, every Prince 
_ + So thinks his own Opinion true, has by theſe 
- $ Principles, a Right to puniſh thoſe who differ 

from = And *tis. impoſſible to allow this Li- 
6. berty' to one Prince, of one Religion, in one 
Country; and not allow it to every Prince, of 
3 Every Religion, in every Chriſtian Country under 


ven. 
| 17 all this be granted ; Does it therefore follow,. 
That we muſt de up our ſelves as a Prey, to ſave 


our Ncighbours Fo will any Conceſſions of this 
. ſort 2 to molliſy thoſe, who, by your own Con- 
feſſion, think themſelves bound to perſecute all Pro- 
x — Vt as Hereticks,. upon a Principle of Religion? 
"The Scripture bas indeed commanded us to Love 
our Neighbour z but only, as our ſelves. Shall we 
then admit a profeſs d Enemy into our Bowels, on- 
. by to: obtain = Reſpite and Refreſhment for our 
Net rs; yet — all, not be fats. even that 
Will avail? a my ry * is on fire, 
the Magiſtrate may law N order the next * 
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to be pull'd down, to prevent a 5 neral Conflagra- 
tion. But by what Logick you think it proper, or 
reaſonable, to recommend to the Subjects of this 
Kingdom, to run the hazard of having their own 
Houſes burnt, or their Families maſſacredz for the 
ſake of the Subjects of other Dominions and Terri- 
tories z I cannot conceive, and hope never to ſee 
the Experiment. So much. ſhall ſuffice, to ſhew © 
that there is no ſuch great Inconvenience, with re- 
ſpe& to Religion; but that we may and ought in 
the firſt place, from the many dreadful Inſtances we 
have felt, of the Malice of our Enemies, to take 
ſpecial care o preſerve and ſecure our ſelves, wixh- 
out tranſgreſſing the Rules of the Goſpel, or the Chris 
ian Law, as you are pleas'd to call iim. 
It is incumbent next to conſider, whether the 
Text, as I have explain'd it; is liable to any dan- 
erous Inconvenience, with reſpect to the Govern- 
ment. This you ſeem to intimate; where you ſay, 
That © when a realonable Liberty of following Mens 
© Confciences, in order to their eternal 
© Salyation'is deny'd them, they cannot Serm. p. 31. 
© but be uneaſy, and reſtleſsz and in | 
© ſuch a Situation, they are eaſily diſpoſed to be 
Factious and Seditious; and to endeavour perhaps 
© by violent Ways to free themſelves from the Yoke 
* which: galls and torments them, &c.* By which. 
Rule, Mahometiſm, or Paganiſm; may as well lay 
claim to. a Joleration, as Popery, or any other Reli- 
gion. If this be proper, or convenient for a Mini- 
ter of Chrifi, to recommend to Cbriſtian Magiſtrates; 
let the World judge. And yet, that this is your 
very Senſe, appears, I think, too plain from the 
Paragraph immediately preceding; which runs thus; 
Not to ſay any thing of the miſchievous Conſe - 
© quences which follow from this Notion; that it 
* tends to juſtify the Perſecution of Proteſtants in 
* BS | France, 


want of it.“ From whence we may 


1 


Hunte, or Polund, and even of Chriflians, ues 2 
© Mahometan, or Heathen Govermem: To paſs by, 
© you ſay, theſe and other abſurd uences 

this Notion, tis plain, that they who Reaſon in 
© this manner, argue againſt Toleration, from thoſe 
«evil Effects which bave been really owing to the 
conclude, 
That if their Numbers were as conſiderable, as thoſe 


of 'Papiſſs, or any other Hereticts, or Schiſmaticks, 1 | 


Toleration of them would be no leſs Neceſſary, 


juſtifiable. Is not all this like Hag a Man' $ 
to a certain Death, for fear of 


Nr you ſay, * To apply the 4 1 
eto our particular Caſe, in order to 

urn. p. 4. form fotne Judgment e the Lend 
A | Methods that may be thought on, to 
© ſecure our preſent bappy Conſtitution in Church 
© and State, trom any 9 9 with which it may 

© be rhreatned by thoſe, whoſe falſe Principles in 
© Religion diſpoſe them to be Enemies to it, I mean 
© thoſe of the Rowiſh Religion: All thoſe of rhe 
Church of Rome among us, are to be confider'd 
either as Perſons: profeſting a falſe and comme Ree Re- 
© ligion, or as Perſons maintainin 


© which are really dangerous to 18 but | 
. Proteſtant Governments,” IF we EEE 
in the firſt Light, you infer, * That no Church, | 
5 6 SS iſtrate has any Right or Power 
Serm. p. 35. to uſe 1 a guat W -So that Wd 
Whatever Cs, or Reſtromt they 
©, now are, or at any time hereafter may be doom 
© to ſuffer; the true ground and * 1 571 it muſt 
© be, that ſome ines, which they, by the 
3 — of their Religion, e to believe; 


© are erous to our * Gonfticurion, 
a N — 3 Peace. | 


reer 
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Of theſe you mention three Inſtances; Firſt 
That the Papiſts, upon Principle, 
© maintain it 10 be not only Lawful, Sem p. 42. 
© but their Duty to extirpate Herpticks, 
by all the Methods of Cruelty, and Perſecution.,” , 
Therefore cheriſh ſuch Vipers in your Boſom, 'ang 
they will never be ſatisfied, till they ſuck out your 
Blood; if the Court of Name thinks fit to Order iß. 
Let them into your Bowels, and they will tear out 
your Hearts. Admit them into the fame Fellowſhip. 
Thar en and they will never reſt, till they ex- 


pate, and exterminate you. 3 
For, Secondly, As you go on in the ſame Page, 
© They likewiſe do, if not directhy rr yet 
© greatly favour and countenance that deteſtable 
« Maxim; That no Faith is to be kept with 
© Þereticks. * Therefore truſt them as much, and 
as far as you pleaſe, they will be ſure to diſappoint, 
and deceive you at laſt. Though they lay OSS 
their Hands upon ſuch as be at Peace 21. = _ 
with them, yet will they break their © © 
Covenant; Though the Words of their Mouths be. ſof- 
ter than Butter, yet have they War ſtill in their Hearts. 
Though their Words be ſmaother than Oyl, yet be they 
very Swords. „ F ſl 
But, Thirdly, you tell us, That © the Doctrine 
© which ſtrikes moſt directly at the Root of all Civil 
© Power, and renders thoſe who believe it at all Times, 
© utter and ayow'd Enemies to Pro» 
teſtant Princes, is the Doctrine of the 7. 47. 
Pope's Power, to excommunicate and depoſe He- 
* retical Princes, and to abſolve their Subjects from 
their Allegiance. And this is yet further inhanced 
by what you very july Remark, that 
if they be confider'd in this Light, . P. 47. 
* *tis certain they are, and muſt be at all times Ene- 
mies to our preſent Eſtabliſhment, particularly at 
© this time, when many of them think that another 
Y | B 3 Perſon 
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t Perſon, and not his Majeſty, who by the Laws of 
God, and the * is our King; has a Right 
5 to the Crown, and a Title to their Allegiance. 
For here falſe Principles of Religion and Govern- 
$ ment join their Influence; they have alſo a Center 
of Unity, a Perſon under whom they may hope 
$ to. join, and ſet themſelves in Array _ our 
\ © eſtabliſh'd Religion, and Government. For theſe 
Reaſons, ſay you, and I am ſure I defire to add no 
more, it ſeems to be incumbent on us all, thoſe 
b eſpecially who have a ſhare in the Legiſlature, to 


© ule all lawful Methods to ſecure the Government 


+ againſt theſe great and perhaps imminent Dangers. 


4 — 


Therefore the beſt Method you can think of, is to 
tolerate Popery. Riſum teneatis amici? h 
Is proceed now to the Third thing I hid down, 

that the Scheme you propoſe for the Converſion of 
the Papiſts, and the Security of the Government, is 
inconſiſtent; and that in fome Places you ſeem not 
to be very conſiſtent with your ſelf, Lou fay, the 


| | © beſt and moſt effectual Method, that 
Serm. P. 47- © can be mage uſe of to ſecure the Go- (8 


C vernment, would be, if poſſible, to convert the 
$ Papiſts.. You do not mean, barely to bring them 


8 to an outward Profeſſion of the Proteſtant Religi- 


on; for ſuch Converſions without inward Con- 
$ viction, inſtead of being uſeful to the Publick, 
F hurt it; they do not deſtroy their Inclination, 
$ and they give them greater Power to do Miſchief, 
From hence ariſe two Queſtions, Firſt, Who can 
know the Secrets of the Heart, but God alone? 
Do nor all Popiſh Converts by the ſolemn Recan- 
tation they are obliged to make, according to the 
eſcribed Office. of our Church, give as great Proof 
their. Sincerity, as can poſſibly be deviſed, or 
deſired? Why rhen ſhould they be ſuſpected? Js 
kbar the Way io make more Converts? Verfa 
| 1 hem 
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” WY F 
them to be as bad, as you repreſent them; ſuffer 


of 

he Bl the Tares to grow with the good M beat till the Har- 
ce. WW e/; the Loꝛd of the Harveſt only has the Pre- 
n- rogative to diſtinguiſh between them. It becomes 
ter not his Miniſters to uſurp that Province, or pro 
pe nounce any Judgment concerning the Thoughits and 
ur Intentions beg ee ths | f ibn * | Dir 
ſc You will ay, perhaps, they may have the Pope's Diſ- 
No penſation, to — 2 — in order 
fe ro carry on the Defigns of P opery, more Serm. 2. 48. 
to cloſely and effęctually: That is the ver 
m worſt you can ſuppoſe; and admitting it true, may 
5 not the Pope, by parity of Reaſoning, Diſpenſe like- 
to wiſe with their taking the Oatbs of Allegiance and 
| Abjuration ? Unleſs you think it more difficult to dif: / 
n, ſemble with the Civil] Magiſtrate, than equivocate 
of with Almighty God. And yet the ſame Method, 
is by which you conclude they mock God, and deceive 
IT their own Souls, is all the Security you recommend 
E to the Government. The next Queſtion is, Which 
it is the moſt likely and rational Way to bring the Pa- 
)- piſts to a Senſe of their Errors; by endeayouring to 
Ee remove their unlawful Teachers, who will always 


continue to confirm them in their Blindneſs and © 

ſtinacy; or by giving them Authority to appear in 
Publick, and 4 thoſe pernicious Doctrines, which 
now they inſtil ſecrerly in Holes and Corners? | 
Tou ſay, The. only Methods which can have 


f 5 uy good Effect to this end, are calm 

n Reaſoning, Perſwaſion, explaining our Serm. p. 23. 
? own Opinions, ſhewing the Falſhood 4 

. and Abſurdity of other Men's; Proofs from the Holy 
0 © Scriprure to thew the Conformity of our Tenets 
f wich the Chrifiian Law, and thoſe propos'd in the 


© Spirit of Mcekneſs, without Gall, Bitterneſs, or 
I Inveſtives. Theſe are che Methods which -are 
© alone proper to be uſed for the Conyerfion of 
ö 1 © thoſe. 
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* thafe who err in Matters of Religion:? W 
good ones, I muſt canfels, if they were attended OY 
without Prejudice or Partiality. 

Now, what if their Prieſts ſhould command them 

do fit like the 2 Alder, which flop= 
Pſalm 56. „ erß ber Ears, aud reſuſeth to hear the 
* Pioice of the Charmer, charm be neuer 
ſo wiſely ? Withour hearing, tis plain there can be 
no Faith, 

ot, what if the ſhould hear, and yet not bes 

lieue? Fox doth not the Prophet fay, 
Iſaiah 53. 1. Lord, — bath. believed our 13 3 
And how ſhall they be convinced by . I 
Proefs out of Holy Scripture; which Book (except 
a very few only,) theꝝ are not permitted to read, nor 
underſtand in any other Senſe, than .gs the Church 
of Rome has r it? "If then, according to | 
Paul, Faith cometh by bearing „ and 
Ron. 10. 17. — by the Word of Gad. Who (c- 
cWCorcing to your Scheme) ſhall make 
known unto them the Truth of God's Word, and 
that Revelation he has made of himſelf, how, and 
in what manner, he will be worlhiped? Their on 
Prieſts, or our? 

Certainly their Anſwer will be, That they be: 
lieve, as che Epurch believes.” which aloce: hee, 
the Care and Charge of the Oracles of God; ſuch, 
a8 according to the Tradition of their Fathers, they. 
have received and entertained... And leſt they ſhould- 
want Evaſzons of their own; do not you Labour 
(as much as in you lies,) to furniſh them with a 
clear and ready Anſwer, ſuch as no. Jeſuit in the. 
World Lan mend, viz, in your very Words, © As. 

© they. are obliged te worſhip God, 

Serw. - * 0 and obey bis Will, in order te their- 
© eternal Salvation; ſo that to them is. 

0 bh Wil, and. Wa * Wooly. a, theirs 


< own 


" 5: 

© own Conſcience, and Judgment,” upon a: full and: 
6 free. Examunation, tells them is lo, uf they be- 
« negligent in their Enquiries, or Tati an their- 
- ment, and by this Means miſtake t e. Will of 
c - they confeſs. their Error is. voluntary, 
und God will puniſh. them for it. But if not- 
« withſtanding the utmoſt Care and Diligence, they 
© have uſed, thay fall into, or continue in Exxor: 
Nis plainly an involuntary one, and therefore in- 
£ nocent. . But whether their Judgment be right or 
© erroncous, it muſt be their ultimate Rule and 
Guide, in all Matters that relate ta the Will of: 
+ God, and eternal Salvation. 

© If then they conſent to quit their wn Judgment, 
and to fallow that of the Magiſtrate, which perhaps. 
. may in all Points be. different, and oppoſite ; 
They conſent to do at his Command, what they 
think to be, and therefore to them is ſinfull. And 
6 ſince this is what no Man in any Caſe ought to- 
© conſent to, tis plain they cannot bind themſelves 
c. abſolutely to follow the Direction of the Magi-, 
© ſtrate, in all Things which relate to Religion, and 
© the Service of God, Since then every Man has a. 
6 Natural Right to worſhip God according. to. his 
22 1 order to his own a | 
and ſince no divine Appointmept has intervened to 
c deprive him of this Riphr, and ſince he cannot 
e. by his own. Conſent, diveſt himſelf of it; It ſeems 
© to follow, that in this Caſe, the Magiſtrate can 
have no Power, but ought and is bound to ſuffer 
© every Perſon to think and act according to his 
© own. Confcience, as. long as he is gyilty of no 
6 evil Actions, which on a Civil Ac- 
© count deferve err Serm. p. 15. 
© niſhment. Becauſe, there muſt of Ne- 3 
% ceſſuy be ſome legiſlative or judicial Aurhority; 


+ wherecycr there: is a Power of Coergon, and cone 
1 | | : ſequentiy 


1 26 1 
0 2 „if there be either originally in the 
CC 3 or in the Magiſtrate following their In- 
© ſtructions, a Power to puniſh any for Errors in 
Faith, there muſt be a Power to determine autho- 
c ritatively in Matters of Faith, and the Scheme is 
© Nonſenſe without it: Therefore the Romanifts 
© who maintain an infallible Spirit in the Church, 
6 are really leſs abſurd than you. For to puniſh a 
& Man for not following and obeying a Guide, who, 
© they ſay cannot poſſibly err, is certainly more un- 
© reaſonable; than to puniſh him for following one 
© who may err, and conſequently miſlead: him. 
Can any the moſt avow'd Advocate for Popery, ar- 
gue more ſtrongly for the Errors, and Corruptions 
of that Religion ? Is this within the true Senfe of 
the Twentieth Article, which declares, That the 
Church hath Authority in Controverſies of Faith; 
provided it ordains nothing that is contrary to 
© God's Word written, nor expounds one Place of 
© Scripture, ſo as to be repugnant to another? If 
this be in your Opinion, the Caſe of our Church, it 
would have been more ingenuous to fpeak out, than 
inſinuate it. For then I ſhould have thought it in- 
cumbent to ſhew the Fallacy of that Reaſoning, 
which now it ſhall ſuffice only to lay before you; 
with this Remark, That it will be ſurely ſaid to you, 
| Phyſician heal thy ſelf ; or thy Succeſs 
Luke 4. 23. will be ſmall-in the Cure and Refor- 
mation of others. 


' Pudet, bec opprobria nobis . 
Et dici potuiſſe, & non potniſſe vefell}.. 


The ſecond Part of your Scheme for the Conver- 
fion- of the Papiſts is, where you recom- 

Ser. 5. 4. mend a Proviſion for the Support and 
Reſidence of the Clergy, in thoſe· Parts of ay" 
EE 5 om 
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dom, eſpecially, where the "vaſtly greater Number 


10 
t» . 
n 
* 
s 
5 


- WW a» WW 


Conſcience to Refi 


1 


are of the Romiſh Religion, aud where ſome Provi- 
ſion of this kind is wy. to be very much want- 
ing. And when once the Reſidence of the Cler 


in theſe Parts is made practicable, Let the mo 


c effectual Laws be d to oblige them to it, 
© and to a diligent active diſcharge of their Duty. 
No honeſt Man can, or ought to complain, or 


„ qurmur at them. As to a Proviſion, for the 


comfortable Support of the Clergy, I heartily con- 
cur with you, in your good Withesz and believe 
Reſidence to be now, and at all times, abſolutely 
and indiſpenſeably neceſſary. . ” 
Bur what you mean by raiſing a Clamour 3 

our Brethren, as if they wanted by more effectual 
Low to be obliged to a diligent, - and active diſ- 
charge of their Duty, I cannot comprehend; un- 
leſs you propoſe to ſer up your ſelf ſole Judge of 
their Labour, and Diligence. And who art thou that 
judgeſt another Man's Servant? ſince to - - 
his own Maſter he ſtandeth, or falleth. Rom. xiv. 4. 
St. Paul thought it a Crime to boaſt of © 
things without his Meaſure, that is, of 2 Cor. x. 15. 
other Mens labours. Sure it muſt be a 
_ greater Crime, to depreciate and diminiſh 
them. | þ pon 


ut how is this conſiſtent with your Scheme? 


It would be a ſhame perhaps, you think, to have 
a Romiſh Prieſt tolerated in every Pariſh, and no 
Miniſter of the Eſtabliſh'd Church reſident at the 
fame time. I ſhall not conteſt a Point, which, in 
my own Judgment, I think fo reaſonable. And, I 
am ſure, 1 am as little afraid of any New Law to 


oblige me to Reſidence, as you, or any Clergyman 


whatſoever. For without the obligation of Human 
Laws, I ever thought my ſelf bound in Duty, and 
i But will not the Caſe of the 

| Clergy 
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rgy be made more difficult by your Sch 

n it was before ? For whereas now no Priel 

dares oppoſe thoſe Conferences with P Recu» 

ſants, to which the Migifters of our Church are 

obliged by the Fortjeth Canon; then they ſhall be 

ſure to meet with an Adverſary in every Pariſh, ap- 

pearing in a Publick Character, under the Sanction 

af a Royal Licenſe. Then may the Prophe M4 
 {aiah be thought to be fulfilled, 

10 xi. 6. the Wolf ſball — only dwell with * 

' . Lamb: But which is yet more ſtrange, 

The Shepherd and the Wolf ſhall go band in hand 

rogether 1 in feeding the Flock, and 8 them 

intd the 5 F oll. But, according to St. Paul's 

Doctrine, Mbat concord hath Chriſt with 

1 vi, 15. Belial ? Or what agreement bath the 

Temple of God with Idols? 

Tube third Part of your Scheme is, It might 

be allo JCal to the 2 End, to 

Serm. p. 4. form a — (uch as is in our 

Neighbourin n „ for the 

c Propagation of the Goſpe oreign Parts,) of 

© Perſons of Honour and Diſtnon, Laymen as 

„well as Ecclefiafticks, under whoſe Care and Di- 

© rection fir Perſons „ occaſion required, 

be ſent out to inſtr "hole, whoſe groſs Igno- 

© rance”of all Religion, © occaſions their obſtinate 

© Adherence to a falle One; and otber Means might 

be uſed to Recover them from their Error, * 
bring them to the Knowledge of the Truth. 

This I humbly take to be another Invaſion upon 
the Eſtabliſh'd Reſident Clergy, as if they were 
not able to do their own Buſineſs; and were not 
under the Inſpection of ſuch Biſhops, as were ca- 

ble to direct, and aſſiſt them. If ever this Scheme 
Hould take place; I give my Vote, that you may 
de the firſt Piſlionary 3 becauſe then we hall And 


Fol 


affired, fromm Experience, of the Probability of Suc- 
ceſs; and what thoſe other Means are which may 
be uſed to Recover the Papiſts from their-Errors, 
and bring them to the Knowledge of the Truth! 
Which ought to "bi communicated . for the Bene? 
fit of the Publick. 
The laſt Part of your Scheme, in che ſame Pape; 
is © to provide for the Education of their Children, 
7 under publick Inſpeftionz* which, fince you do 
not explain 'T ſhall not preſume to argue upon 
Conjectures, but leave it, 'as I found it. 

And thus, Sir, I take leave of your Scheme, ci 
it appears in ſome other Light, than in your Ser- 
mon. I come now to conſider ſome Paſſages, 
wherein you ſeem not to be wholly conſiſtent with 
your ſelf. And, 

Firſt, As to the Incynſiftency berwetks 

Text, and your Sermon, enough has been (ai * 
ready, either to lay you under a Neceſſity of vin- 
dicating your 1 tion, or _—_— your Mi- 
ſtake. Which w neither be a R 


TEE _ 
nor — — * — 
rare. And he muft finds be allow'd, in. thee 
ment of all reaſonable Men, a better Chriſtian; 
acknowledges an Error, than he that e in fo 
If then the Baſis, or Foundation was faul 
ty; it is no wonder that the wle Sup 
of Reaſoning and Argumentation you have built u 
on it, ſhould tumble with it. For one original Er 2 
. 
Poet wittily expreſſes it 


agg, vnee a Yan ts out of the right 


De 
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Butz Secondly, As the Text is inconſiſtent” with 
the. Sermon, ſo the Sermon ſeems to be likewiſe 
inconſiſtent with the Occaſion and Solemnity. The 
T: wenty-third Day of October, on which you preach- 
ed, is appointed by Act of Parliament in this King- 
dom, as an Anniverſary Day of Thanſgiving, for 
our Deliverante from the Jriſh Rebellion. And 
| Ne very Preamble of the Act 1 conceived in * 

erms, Tgereas many Malignant and 'Re- 
bellious Papiſts and Jeſluts, Friars, Semi⸗ 
mary Pens, and other 8 Oꝛders 
of. the Popiſh pretended Clergy, moſt diſloy⸗ 


ally, treacherouſly, and wick p conſpired, &c. 
W ords ſufficient, one would think, to put a Preacher 


in mind of doing Juſtice-to the Day. Bur you from 
— rather than enforce ſhe go PE IE | 
aws, which former Par ve enacted againſt 
Popery,; 3 chuſe to Parkgwens mend a Toleration of that 
eligion; and that thoſe very Prieſts ſhould. be Li- 
— by Royal Authority, — were formerly the 
Authors * ncendiaries of ſo much Miſchief, and 
Bloodſhed in this 8 At a Time, when, if 
Credit may be given t o. Hiſtorians, the Papiſtg 
lived with ;as great an, — ſhew of Friendſhip 
and, Amity towards Proteſtants, as they now. do. 
Whether this was Conſiſtent with your Duty, or 
the Office for the Day, I ſubmit to your.own Con- 
ſcience, with this only Remark, That to have made 
your Deſign. more of a, pi u ſhould at the 
fame time alſo have whe nn ye the Aboliſhing 
the DAY, that the very Memorial thereof — 
be forgotten. | 
But, Thirdly, Another Inconſiſteney J ſhall men- 
tion, is, That whereas you ſay, From 
Sew. P. 30. 6 what has been ſaid-on this Point, we 
may raw this very important Con- 
6 _ That all Perſons in a Socicty, Whoſe _ 
| ciples 


1 * 1 
bc les im Reli have no tendency to hurt the 
c Poblick, — Rigbt to a Toleration. And 
though you own, © 'T hat: the Church 

6 of Rome does, as you have ſhewn, Sem. P. 45. 
© maintain or countenance ſuch wicked 105 
© Dodtrinesz yet, you ſay, all the Members of it 
© do nor. For the. Church of France has declared 
« fully againſt the Depoſing Power; and a late noted 
© Profeflor at Louvain, has not long ſince written 
C. freely againſt 1 it. And the Deſign of his Book is, 
© to — it to be the Duty of the Romaniſis of 
8 both K doms, to renounce this Doctrine, and 
© not —_— but to ſwear and pay all dutiful Al- 
C ne Ra to > bis Majeſty, and = 20 — the Pꝛe⸗ 
tender. And to abviate an -ObjeCtio ou re- 
commend ſome: mollifying Clauſe in = th of 
Abjuration; which, you ſay, may poſſibly be con- 
© trived, without leſſening the binding Force of bar | 
© Oath it ſelf. And a little after, © Either theſe 
* Profeſſions are real, or pretended z if real, they 
© are intitled to ſome Benefit of a Toleration. This 
1s very obſcure, and may imply cither half, or three 
quarters; though, I confeſs, I know no Medium 
— bong, png and not 7. . And 

k upon an Indulgence, or Quaß Toleration, 
to ter. very larke from a Toleration it elf. wy 

But you proceed, © If they are pretended Ju 

12 — it might not be amiſs to make ſome 

N all Ground, or even Colour 
© of Cali of Violence . offer'd to Mens Cons 
© ciences, would be intirely removed. 

: Theſe are wonderful Conceſſions at a very critical 
Juncture; by the former, 27 "i Jew, or . Atheiſt, 
may enter in, and all but Papi 

By . the. latter, even api alſo. are ini | 
how. they may Reco emſelves to the Favour 
of the — = th Cher in the Com- 

munity, 


. ' 
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munity, as Well as others. Let both 'Pittiges be 
- compared with the Sermon, Page 42, 433 4% 555 
46, and the Iaconſiſtency w will eaſily appeat. 
Hut When ſuch Doctrines as theſe are advanced 
by Clergymen from the Pulpit, well may all true 
ons of the Church fay with the Plalmiſt, O Gad, 
| ſpall the Hleuthen thus come into thint In- 
2 bai G beritance, thy, holy Temple ſhall they defile, 
and make Jeruſalem an heay” of Stones? 
The dead Bodies of thy Saints have they given 10 be 
Meat unto the Fowls of the Air, und the Fleſh of t 
Saints unto the Beaſis of the Land. Their Blood have i 
they - ſhed like Water on every fide of Jeraſaltm, and 
there was no Man to bury them. He ave become an 
open Shame to owr Enemies, a very Srorn and. Deri- 
fon unte them that are round about us. O remembet 
N but have Merry upon us, 8852 hf 
bon 3 we ars come to yre ha 
— 2 4 Vine ont of Egypt, ; the bf 2 on xe 
Heathen, and planted it. Thou th dom for it; 
and when it had taken root, 7 fb the Load. Taryn © 
thee again, thou God of Hoſts, look foto from Flas £ 
ven, bobold and x, this Vie. 
| - © baſtth-yow, b y way of Concluſion; in the 
Fourth and laſt Place, to make a ſhort Applicas 
tion of the Whole, to your ſelf, and others. 
And, Firſt, Give — leave to addreſs you in the 
Spirit of Meckne(s, — hg you for the Lord 
Jeſus Chriſt's ſa 0 2 ſeriouſly, what Irre- 
parable Nichief you may have done — this Di 
courſe, to the Ckureh, and Houſhold 
Recolleft the folemn Promiſe you hed wp at the 
Alrar, when you were admitted to Prieſts * 
That you would, the Lord being — pr Vin 
| * all faithful Diligence, to $a 
ws erroneons at, contrary to E 
this the Way 70 _ frrang and erro- 
neous 


. 
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E 
neous. Dotrrine, by recommending a Toleration of it? 
Or can there poſſibly be deviſed a better Way, 
than the Laws have pointed out, by rec 


detect and puniſh ſuch falſe and corrupt Teache: 
who Poiſon the Minds of the People, ſuſceptible of 
better. Impreſſions, if that Obſtruction were res: 


I will be fo charitable to ſuppoſe, That if you 
had riot miſtaken the meaning of Jour Text, you 
would not upon any. Profpect, or for any Conſide- 
ration whatſoever, have deduced ſuch dangerous In- 
ferences from it. And yet if one may 1 
from your-own Words, you ſeem to haye had ſome 
Qualms. For you ſay, When ſome Perſons have 
© unhappily adopted into their Scheme of Religion, 
© certain Principles which formerly  _ 
© have. influenced others, and may. pro- Serm. p. 33. 

& bably. influence them alſo to ingage 

© in Deſigns deſtructive of the Publick Good. Whe⸗ 
© ther, in ſuch a Caſe, the Fear or Apprehenſion of 
© the Evil Conſequences of ſuch Principles on the 
© Publick Peace, docs impower or. oblige the. Magi- 
6 ſtrate, to deny all thoſe who arb f this Religion, 
© and conſequently. may be. ſuſpected to adhere to 
© theſe Principles, any fort of Liberty to worſhip 
© God according to their Conſciences; This is a 
© Caſe of real Difficulty.” And yet, If this be a 
© juſt State of the Caſe on one ſide, and the other; 
© the Queſtion is, . Whether a limited 

© Zoleration under the direction of the Sem. p. 37: . 
© Civil Magiſtrate, be not in the whole 
© a more likely means to. prevent the Exil. Conſe- 

| © quences of bad Principles in Religion, than a to- 
© ral Denial of it? For your part, though you 
venture to determige. nothing in the Point, yet ypu 
tell your Hearers ici the Language of Scriprure, 30 
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2 4 to iſe Men, and leave them & jade Has 
you ſa | 
Now ſuppoſe, Sit, chat the Honourable Houſe 
of Commons, before whom you preach'd, had been 
ſo far. influenced by y your Diſcourſe, as to have 
— a Bill of Toleration upon your Plan, what un- 
peakable Dam night ou have occaſion'd in — 
ATE. nd CHU H, by ſetting up Impe⸗ 
rium in Teri; — ſuggeiſi ing that p King's 
and the Pope's Supremacy might po be reconciled 
together? Which are in the very Nature' of the 
'thing utterly incompatible z and, like Yinegar and 
Oil, though never ſo often blended, will not INCOr- 
rate. 
Lagoon either the licens'd Prieſts will fincerely re- 
nounce and abjure the Pope's Supremacy, or they 
will not. If the former, they renounce the Fun- 
damental Principle of their Religion, ceaſe to be Pa- 
\ - and by the ſame Suppoſition, may as eaſily be 
rought ro Uniformity in our Religion and Wor- 
ſhip. If the latter; the Scripture is 
Marth. vi. 24. plain, That no Man can ſerve two Ma- 
fters. Therefore if the Pope, upon any 
diſobligation, thinks fit to diveſt his Majeſty. of his 
Dominions, and them to another; they will 
| rertainly concur in joining to depoſe him: As-] 
find the Romiſh Doctrine ſer forth by 
Serm. p. 46. you. Whether this be ſafe for his 
MAJESTY, or his KI GOM, 
I ſubmit to your own Judgment. 

Again, as to the Church; I ſuppoſe, Sir, you 
| allow Hereſy and Sebiſm to be Sins z or at — ou 
will not diſpute ir, when I produce fo. u- 

thority as St. Paul, who rec — the 
| Gal 88 fora among the Forks of the Fleſh. 
3 Cor, : 16, And the fame St. Pak, beſeches chess bs 
whom he wrote, by ihe Name 22 
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Lad eſus Chrift, that they all ſpeak the ſame thingy 
and that there be no Schiſms among them. You will 


- 


rhaps reply upon me; in the words 
of the ſame Apoſtle, There muſt be He- 1 Cot. xi; 9; 
refies among you, that they which are ap- | 
proved, may be made manifeſt among you, 4 
But conſider, Sir, what our Saviour ſaith in the 
like caſe; No unto the World becauſe h 
of Offences, for it muſt needs be that Of- Mat. xvii. 7. 
fences come; but; at the ſame time, 
2o unto the Man, by whom ihe Offence cometh. It 
Were better for bim that a Milſtone were banged about 
X Neck, and that he were qrowned in the depth of 
1 . in | _ 
I muſt confe(s, when I peruſe what you aſſert, I 
haye been ſometimes inclin'd to think 
that you and I were not likely to agree Sm. p. 27. 
in an adequate Notion of Hereſp, For 
you tell us, Though Hereſy be a Great Crime, yet 
that which is often called ſoz is really no Crime at 


al, being nothing more than a ſpeculative Opi- 
nion, different from what is, or is accounted Or- 


© thodox, but whether true, or falſe, does no way 
affect Mens eternal Salvation. 
From your own Words it appears, that you al- 
low ſome fort of Hereſy to be a Grtat Crime. But 
having not thought fit to explain what you think 
ſo, and inſinuated that the World is commonly mi- 
ſtaken in their Notions of it: Quo teneam valtus ma- 
tantem Protea nodo ? The Hereſy mention'd by St. Paul, 
is ſuch as is ſaid to exclude from the Kingdom of 
God; whether that be the ſame upon which our 
Church has thought fit to paſs the Cenſure of Ex- 
communication, by the Fifth Canon, I will not 
me to. determine. But am forry to find 


.T 0 
tHit 76 bo ties a 2 you did not think fit 


to lay the Charge o 2 at the Door of the Pa- 
| 


piſts z 


— 
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piſts ; or at leaſt, that you did not. judge it v 
your while, to vindicate that CHURCH 
which you are a MiNIsTER, from the Imputa- 
charged with by the Church of Rome. This might 
perhaps have been as much the Buſineſs of the Day, 
as any thing elſe you treated of, not to have left 
your Hearers in any Doubt or Uncertainty about a 
Matter of ſo great Importance to their Salvation. 
I ſpeak not, as if I my ſelf wanted any Satisfaction 
in this Particular; for, to make ule of the Apoſtle's 
words, I freely confeſs, That after the Way, which 
they call Hereſy, ſo worſhip I the God of my Fathers, 
Lelieving all things that are written in the Law, and 
the Prophets, Acts xxiv. 14. 
And, ſure I am, that at the ſame time I ſee a 
Bill likely to paſs for the Toleration of ſuch a Falſe, 


tion of Hereſy, which you your ſelf allow, the is 


Superſtitious, and Idolatrous Worſhip, as the Ro- 


miſo Religion; I ſhall think it highly proper for 
the Clergy and Laity ro join in a Petition, to have 
à certain Clauſe in our Litany amended thus; From 
all falſe Doctrine, Hereſy, and Schiſm, which we 


have brought upon our ſelves; Good Low deli⸗ K 


ver (1s. 


How muſt the very Apprehenſion of the evil 
Fendency of your Diſcourſe, grieve and afflict 


the venerable Fathers of the Church, who have 
likewiſe bound themſelves by the ſame ſolemn Pro- 


miſe at their Conſecration, 70 baniſh and drive away 
all ſtrange and erroneous Doftrines, contrary to God's 


Word. And will not fail, when occaſion offers, to 
recollect and imitate the noble Courage and Exam- 
ple of the Seven Biſhops, who were committed 
to rhe Tower, only for refuſing ro give Dire- 


ions to their Inferiour Clergy, to read a Declara- 


tion of ' Indulgence, which you. ſo earneſtly recoms 
mend to pals into a Law. * W 
I, be. ; . We 
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We are indeed the common Shepherds of the 
Flock; They are the great Paſtors, and Stewards 
of the Lord's Houſhold : And being like Watch- 
men ſet upon an high Tower, will certainly give 
us warning of the approach of the Wolf; not open 
a Gap to let him in, to Ravage and Devour the 
Sheepfold of Chriſt, who is the Great Biſhop of 
Souls, and Higher than they. n 
Your Diſcourſe, beſides diſobliging my Lords the 
Biſhops, in preſuming to meddle in Affairs of ſuch 
Importance, wherein their eminent and exalted Sta- 
tion is much more concern'd than your's; is like- 
wiſe highly difagreeable to the Senſe of moſt of 
your Brethren of the Inferioux Clergy, and very 
different from the Hopes and Expectations they 
had conceived of you. Their Univerſal Murmur 1s, 
Eben Quantum mutatus ab ills? And, Dui Color 
albus erat, nunc eſt contrarius aibo. 


The Proteſtant Laity alſo upon the very Appre- 
henſion of the evil Effects of your Principles, dif- 
cover the utmoſt Dread and Conſternation, leſt the 
Adverſary, to diſplace whom, they have ſpent ſo 
much Blood and Treaſure, ſhould again prevail over 
them, and deface that excellent Conſtitution, which 
by the late Revolution, and his MAJESTY's 
Happy Acceſſion to the Throne, they thought to 
have ſecured, and continued inviolable to themſelves, 
and their Poſterity. Their Clamour is, How have 
© we wearied our ſelves in vain? Alas! Cui bono? 
To ſee Popery break in upon us like a 'To:» 
rent; which we can neither repel, nor withſtand, 
Fools; to have been thus .Deceived : How ha e 
© we taken our Friends for our Enemies, and our 
© Enemies for our Greateſt Friends? To what pu- 
© pole have we contended to perpetuate the Glo⸗ 
* rtous Memozp of King WILLIAM, un- 
© ſs we, at the fame time, enjoy that incſtimable 
g C 3 | Bleſſing 


191 
$.Blefling of Deliverance from Pepery and Yamery, 
$ which he convey d? Incidit in Scyllam cupiens vir 
tare Charybdim. | 
So that, upon the whole, what Inducement you 
could have to ryn counter to your Text, and the 
Day; and break through the ſolemn Engagement 
you made at your Ordination, in Violation of the 
Liturgy, Articles, Canons, and Homilies of the Church 
thereby offending all. Orders and Degrees of Men in 
the Nation, only for the fake of profels'd and avow'd 
Enemies, to CHURCH and STATE; is not 
ealy to imagine, unles for ſome Reaſons, which I 
am unwilling to mention. 
And now, Sir, I deſire to take my leave of you, 
not as an Enemy, but a Friend and a Brother. Hoping 
you will not impute the Freedom I have uſed, in 
expoſing the Errors of your Diſcourſe, to any other 
Cauſe, than an unfeigned Zeal for our excellent and 
happy Conſtitution. Being deſirous in the firſt 
Place to convince you of your Miſtake, and next, 
ſince it is out of your Power to recal it, to pre- 
vent, as much as 
Diſcourſe may have on others. Not the Papiſts 
only; for whom I believe you chiefly intended it, 
bay the Atheiſtical and Profane, and Enemies of all 
Religion. 
* ICI am deceived in the Interpretation of thoſe 
Scriptures, you make uſe of; I aſſure you, it is a 
Defect of Judgment only: For 1 would not for the 
Pigheſt Station in the Church, knowingly and wil» 
fully pervert one ſingle Text to ſerve any purpoſe 
 'whatſoever. 
I hope and perſwade my ſelf, you have the ſame 
Reſolution; and as I ſhall be always ready to retract 
and acknowledge any Miſtake, you will do the ſame. 
And then you fhall either convince me, or I will 
conyince- you. Which is what I aim at. ip 


ies in me, the evil Influence your 
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au think fit to reply 5 I beſeech you 

1 and methodically, with $9 much, brerity a8 
ble! For there is no great Pleaſure in Contros. 
verſial Writings of any Sort; much leſs when they 
are wire-drawn to a length, tedious not only to the 
Reader, bur tireſome allo to the Parties themſelves 3 
who may like two Cacks of the Game engaged in 
Combat, gather a Ring about them; but common- 
ly come off N in ws Di and Blood; exci- 
ting. only the Laughter an Diverſion of the Spe- 
ccators. 

One thing I muſt oonientiels caution you of, 
that you deduce no Arguments from the Law of 
Nature, or. the Cuſtoms and Uſages of other Na- 
tions; but from the revealed Will of God. For 
that is infallible, . and ought to determine us both. 
And as to other Nations, let every Country under 
Heaven govern themſelves, as they Think fir, by their 
own Laws; and we by ours. 

Whatſoever Proofs you bring out of the Cbriſtian 
Law, be pleas d to tell in what Goſpel or Epiſtle 
they are to be found; and take Care to give them 
a juſt and proper Interpretation, that we may 1 
ſure the Law is fairly quoted, and rightly apply 
And if I do not very much flatter my felt, 1 i 
you and I will agree in the end, ſpeak the ſame Thing, 
and join heartily in deſiring and promoting the ſame 
Thing, viz. The Glory of God, and the Conver- 
Gon of ſuch as are committed to our Charge. 

I now with all Humility preſume to addreſs my 
ſelf to all the Proteſtants of this Kingdom; hoping 
that they will neither for the Error of one of our 
Brethren, be ſtagger'd in their Belief of Chrittiani- 
ty, nor farſake the aſſembling of tbemſelves together, as 
the manner of ſome is; but on the contrary, look up- 
on ſuch political Diſcourſes as theſe, which are not 
grounded and atteſted by the infallible Verity of Gals | 

4 | 
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—— 
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Word, from whatſoever Hand they come, as Meng 
| 2 themſelves, rather than our Lord Jeſus 
"byrifs. 5 Fo 1 | PO 1 
I have always thought human Laws, where oy 
were not directly repugnant to the Law of God, 
obligatory upon Conſcience ; by vertue of theſe A- 
poſtolical Precepts, Let every Soul be ſubjeft to the 
higher Powers, &c. Rom. xxxi. 1. and Submit your 
= to every Ordinance of Man for the Lord's ſake, 
. . 13. 1 5 e 
But the Read Gentleman, whoſe Sermon I 
have conſider'd, has inſinuated That no Govern» 
ment has a Right to Force any Perſons to alter 
© their Opinions in religious Matters; not though 
© they were even Jews,” Turks, [nfidels, or Hereticks 7 
© Becauſe God has given to every Man a natural 
22 * to worſhip him, after his own Way. And 
if he, upon the moſt diligent Enquiry, is perſwa- 
* dcd that he is in the Right; then that to him is 
right and lawful, which appears ſo. And the Right 
© which God has given to him, no Man may take 
© from him: Bur if he gives no Offence or Diſtur- 
© bance-to the civil Sate, he is entitled to the Benefit 
of a Toleration. How great an Encoaragement 
this is to Looſeneſs and Licentiouſneſs of all torts in 
Faith and: Practice, I chuſe rather to leave you to 
conceive, than explain. Praying that G would 
confirm and abliſb you in the Truth by his Spirit. 
If you are of Opinion, that the Laws now in Be- 
ing, are unwarrantable, and have tended to do hurt 
rather than good; then by the Tenor of this Diſ- 

eourſe, you are obliged to repeal them, as faſt as you 
ean; and not only Folerats Popery, but every other 

Hereſy and Seft which may put in the like Claim. 
But if, on the contrary, you. are convinced by an 
impartial State of this Controverſy; that the Ma+ 
Siſrate, as God's: Ficegerent, is intruſted with the fur. 
_— 5 Te OE ::: 8 preme 
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reme Power, not only for the Preſervation of the 


Guardian alſo of the True — "oy and Worſhip, 
according to that of the Pſalmiſt, P/al. Ixxxii. 6. 
I have ſaid ye are Gods, i. e. when they make uſe of 
their Power and Authority, to promote the Honour 
and Glory of God, in the Belief and Practice of the 
True Religion, according to his reveal'd Will; and 
execute Judgment and Righteouſneſs equally and im- 
partially: For otherwiſe they are but Men; and ſo 
much the worſe, and more dangerous, the more 
highly they are exalted. Then be aſſured, that you 
had from Holy Scripture, not only a Right to ſe- 
cure your Religion, by thoſe good and wholeſome 
Laws already made; but that you are bound in Con- 
ſcience, as true Lovers of your Church and Coun- 
try, to preſerve, and continue, or amend the ſame, to 
the lateſt Poſterity. And 'tis my wonder to find 
Laws ſo uſeful and neceſſary, publickly arraigned 
and impeached from the Pulpit, by any Divine of 
our Church; whoſe Duty it ſhould rather ſeem, to 
preach Obedience to them, than aſſume a Liberty 
of diſputing and calling them in Queſtion. - 

Let the very Attempt warn you of the Danger; 
and inſtruft you to put the Laus againſt Popery, 
more vigorouſly in Execution, whilſt you have them. 
The Neglect of which is the only Reaſon, that they 
have hitherto proved ineffectual; and are ſaid to have 
done harm, rather than good. Which is a partial 
Judgment without the leaſt Trial in many Years, what 
good they might do, if they were put in Force, by 
the Juſtices of Peace in every County, and Burrough. 
On the contrary, it is certain, if any Number of Ro- 
miſb Prieſts ſhould be licenſed to exerciſe their. Office 
by publick Authority; beſides that, the Intention of 
all former Laws will be utterly defeated, which was 
fo cut of the Succeſſion; So wherever the Serpent 
h | gets 


ights and Properties of civil Society, but as nn 
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gets in bis Head, he will neyer ceaſe till he winds 


in his whole Body; and the Fhiliſtians will be upon us; 


in ſpight of all aur Strength and Security: For da 
we not ice, that though all legal Avenues be ſhut up 
againſt them, not only their Secular, but Regular 
Clergy ſwarm among us; ſqueezing, and pillaging 
the Populace to ſuch a Degree, that they them- 
ſelves complain of their Numbers and Exactions. 
The Landlords perhaps may feel this as much in the 
Payment of their Rents, as the Miniſters in their 
Tithes. But ſtill they only feal in upon us, wha 
do the Nation this Miſchief. If the Door be once 
opened, by any new Indulgence, or Relaxation of the 
Law, . it will be like the Admiſſion of the Trojan 
Horſe, a fatal Preſage of the Ruin and Nownfal of 
our 7r7oy. For upon that Pretence, beſide the Num- 
bers we already have, they will increaſe upon us 
like our: Sins, more in Number than the Hairs of our 
Head, or than we ſhall be able to bear. And ſhould 


they for the Puniſhment of our Sins, ever prevail 


over us, Then may you be forced in vain to ſue to 
them for. that Toleration, which by the Prin- 
ciples of their Religion they are bound to deny, 


and either Recant, or go to a Stake, for your preſent - 


Indolence, and Indulgence. : 

It may be urged, That it is inexpedient to put 
the Laws againſt Popery in Execution at this 
Time; for that would perhaps occaſion a Deſola- 
tion of the Inhabitants of this Kingdom, as Mr. 
Hynge well obleryes, Page 40. Though the fame 
Gentleman, Page 51. allows, That, if they refule 
© to give the Government a fair and reaſonable Se- 
© curity, for their being loyal and peaceable Sub- 
6 jets; tis evident they could not juſtly com- 
plain, though: they. were at once baniſhed out of 
< the Society. For this, in caſe of fo great Extre- 
© mity,. he has ſhewa to be lawful. i 


Pn 
I. am not by an means n Matters: ſo 
; the People ag led aſide, only hy the prejudice 
of Educati Nn uſions Kr 
Teachers ; Prieſts alone are in fault; 
oor Sbeep, Pw have they done ? That they 
Too loſe a good Country, for the ſake of a had 
ion? Rather take away the Cauſe, ' and the 
2 will ceaſe; for I am Emy waded, and 
2 — only that a fair Trial may be made, * 
ther if no Prieſts were ſuffer' d to ſucceed i 
lace of thoſe who were formerly Zo iſter d, 
nverſion of the Papiſts, by 
Application of the Reſident eos _ 
would not be much more eaſy and practicable, than 
any other Method whatſoever. . And if theſe In- 
truders were as modeſt as they ought to be, they 
would fay with Jonah, Ejicite nos; quia propter nos 
exorta eff hec Tempefias. But if they will ſtill 
preſume to continue contrary to Law, to the Di- 
ſturbance of our Religion and Government: Tis 
but Juſt and Reaſonable, that they, as well as all 
other Malefactors, ſhould ſuffer the * * 
the Law has ap 
And that this is neither indecent, nor inexpe- 
9 05 me leave, with the utmoſt deference to 


your Bihep . to lay before you ſome Paſſages 
op Sanderſons two Sermons on 1 Cor. x. 

2 
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— Authority, as any in our Church. 
| s are theſe, « When ſome great Under» 
* rakers have ſnatch'd up the Bucklers, 
ns if they would make it good againſt E 
call Comers, that ſuch and ſuch things a 
are —.— unlawful; and therefore ought in all 
KReaſon and Conſcience, to bring ſuch Prooſs as 
vill come up to that — Quid dignum 
tanto? Very ſeldom ſhall you hear ay Bom them any 
F ner Argument, than ach as will * — 
* 


— 


© Tnexpediency at the moſt. As, That they are 
5 gr ry Scandal; That they carry 1 
© Appearance of Evil; That they are often occas 
= - © ſions of Sin; That they are not commanded in 
i/i © the Word, and ſuch like. Which Objections, 
Wl © even when they are juſt, are not of force, (no, 
© not taken altogether, much leſs any of them ſing- 
| © ly) to prove a thing to be utterly unlawful. And 
4 © yet are they glad many times, rather than fit out, 
al © to play very ſmall Game; and to make uſe of 
vi K 3 yet weaker than theſe, and ſuch as 
4 © will not reach ſo far as to prove a bare Inexpe- 
© diency z as that, they were invented by Heathens, 
© have been abuſed in Popery, and ſuch like, 
But obſerve how he ſums up the Matter, in the 
Concluſion of the ſecond Sermon, After that 
| © things are once concluded and efta- 
Second Sermon, 4 bliſhed by Publick Authority; Acts 
'3%* © paſſed, and Conſtitutions made con- 
© cerning the ſame, and the Will and Pleaſure of 
the higher Powers ſufficiently made known there- 
© in: Then for — Men to put in their Vie, 
© and with unſeaſonable Diligence to call in que- 
© ſtion the Decency, or of the things ſo eſtabliſhed, 
© yea, with intolerable Pride to refuſe Obedience 
© thereunto, meerly upon this Pretenſion, that th 
© are indecent or inexpedient, is it felf indeed the 
£ moſt indecent and inexpedient thing that can be 
© imagined. 

For, Firſt, When Governors ſhall have appoint- 
© ed what ſeemed to them Expedient, and private 
© Men ſhall refuſe to obſerve the fame, pretending 
| ' © it to be inexpedient z who ſhall judge 
sec. 36, © thereof? Either they themſelves that 
| © take the Exceptions, muſt be Judges, 
© which is both unreaſonable, and prepoſterous ; or 
© elſe every Man muſt be his own Judge, which 
8 5 Were 
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© were to overthrow all Government, and to bring 
© in a Confuſion, every Man to do what is good in 
© his own Eyes, or elſe the known Governors muſt 
© judge; and then you know what will follow, 
Jug * 
even to ſubmit and obcy. | 
Whereas therefore the Reverend Mr. Synge con- 
cludes his State of the Caſe of Toleration in the known 
Words of St. Paul; I defire to con- A 
clude my humble Addreſs to you, my Serm. p. 37. 
Countrymen, Fellow-Subjefts and True | 
Sons of the CHURCH happily eſtabliſhed among 
us; (againſt which, May the Gates of Hell never pre- 
vai! (in the very fame Words, only introducing 
them as they follow in the Context, My dearly Be- 
loved, flee from Idolatry; I ſpeak as to wiſe Men, 
Judge ye what I ſay, 1 Cor. x. 14. | 
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